TABLE 11   Common Endoparasites of Mice and Rats

Site and
Parasite

(Common name,
if any)

Small Intestine

Spironucleus
muris

Type of
Parasite

Stage Most
Useful in
Diagnosis
(Size)

Giardia muns

Hymenolepis
nana (dwarf
tapeworm)

Flagellated    Trophozoite
protozoan      (5-10 Jim
wide x
7-13 Jim

Tapeworm

long)

Adults (25-
40 um long x
0 75 |im wide)

Ecological
Niche in Host

Flagellated    Trophozoite protozoan      (2-3 um wide wide x 7-9 (im long)
	InterviJlous spaces and crypts of small intestine, glands of gastric pylorus

Along and between
viUi of small
intesine

Small intestine
attached to
mucosa [Note
larval stage
(cercocystis)
can be seen in
mocosa of small
intestine]

Histologic
Features

Charctenstic granular
appearance of
trophozoites in crypts
of small intestine and
glands of pylorus, stain
with periodic acid-
Schiff and silver
methods

Size, shape, and location
of trophozoites, stain
with periodic acid-
Schiff and silver
methods

Adults have scolices with
armed rostellum, segments,
no body cavity or diges-
tive tract, calcareous
corpuscles present,
cercocystis in
intestinal villi

Other Diagnostic
Methods

Demonstrate characteristic
trophozoites m saline
mounts of small
intestine contents or
cysts (40x74 pm)
in wet mounts of
feces. phase-
contrast preferred

Same as for
S muris

Demonstrate eggs
(37-41 x 50-53 um)
by fecal flotation